Rdjkumdr Corteges.
But human nature and the force of routine soon begin to mend niatters. Nothing dreadful happens ; college life is found to be bearable, aud friendships begin to be formed. In a month or two, and iu spite of the servants, those who at first were most opposed, often become most attached, to one another. For boyish simplicity, everywhere the same, must prevail in the end. This is the evidence, on this point, of Mr. Aberigh-Mackay of the Indore College. *f When I first began operations, the boys were most " unsociable and unmannerly among themselves. For weeks I *f could hardly induce them to exchange the most ordinary civilities; " but now this is all changed, and the most pleasant relations exist *' among them. Those of highest rank were especially inflexible at ** first : and now some of these are to be seen almost every even-**ing driving together, and visiting one another at ail times in the " most unceremonious and friendly manner." And Major St. John, reporting on the Ajmere College in June 18-77, writes, -with regard to improvements generally, tl Little taste, if not decided disinclina-" tion, was shown at first to all but comparatively sedentary games, 11 and even to riding ; boys from different States would not amal-" gamate at all ; aud even those at the same boarding-house pre-** ferred the society of their own menial servants to that of their *' equals in rank or age. Much of this is rapidly disappearing: *' attendance at the playground, at first enforced, is now practically " voluntary; the riding classes are attended with pleasure; and *' cricket, rounders and foot-ball played with a zest not far from 41 that shown at an English school." The advantages which in after-life may result from these school-day reconciliations can hardly be overrated. The long standing feuds of a Sciudia and a Holkar, of a Nabha and a Jheend, may be finally forgotten in the neutra halls of a Eajkumar College.
It is probable that the system of separate boarding-houses rather aggravates the evil of unsociality, and inclines to increase, rather than to diminish, the number of home-followers. Each separate boarding-house tends to become a small darbar in itself. Aud it is probably better, if possible, that all the boys should be lodged tinder one roof, though, in separate apartments, similar to those of an English University, But common residence in one building may not always be manageable : the separate-house system at Ajmere was, perhaps, in the first instance, necessary, and it is still not without advantage in helping to promote a wholesome rivalry among those States to whom houses belong.
A Bombay traveller who visited Kattywar in 1871 has given the following description of its (t Kajkurnar Resident College, which was " occupied by Chiefs and sons of Chiefs, of ages varying from about <* eleven to nineteen. The building iu which they resided and were